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ONU partners in $19 million

national science

-— Ohio Northern
University has joined the
newly-formed National
Science Foundation Center
for Polymeric
Systerns  (CLIPS) — Affiliate
I m that will give ONU
atudents an  unparalleled
opportunily to study and
ressarch  am  emerging
advanced polymer formula-
Uon process that will have
dramatic impact on the giob-

market

al ke
The NSF funded this pro-

layers to alter the end prod-
uck.

The process involvea the
layering of polymers doamn to
approximately 10 nanome-
ters--mearly the  molecular
level, and producing new
materials that can make
products that are s N
lesa porous and that functon
beyond materials that are
almply layers of plastic,

This layering can create
new packaging materials for
food that will keep it air tight.

‘gram b of its priority to
target and engage high quali-
ty undergraduate students
and te parficipate and com-
pete ina highly competitive
global marker. .

The CLiPs  approach
strategically integrates poly-
mer science and engineering
with research in nanotech-

neering and other sc c
discipines in the “polymers
plus™  concept, sald - Erie
Baumgariner, dean of ONL's
T,  Smull = College  of

. The partnership
will provide incredible options
for seience and enginecring

undergraduates.
ONU's currievlum will ' be

an  intzrnal  partnership
between  dts  colleges  of
Enginesring and Arta &
Sclences. The academic col-
laboration wAlll telude (niro-
duction to polymer enginece-
ing and, within the chemistry

,wiiIJncr:F:ralcfmw-
m{kgmh ding poly-

mers. Chemistry | profesaor
Dre. Jeff Gray and associate
professor of chemistry, Hul
Shinn will serve as facilitators
of the CliFs program. Dr.
Shinn will bring her expertise

Istry students to offer them
the additonal dimension of
learning ways to make the
polymer layers hold up under
adverse conditions: studying
effects of aging polymers and
abso learming how to change

¥
shelf life of frults
bles. The pmcess can also
allow insertion of electronic
devices into clothing produc.
ing computer displays on
Items,

Progtais.

CLIPS will recefve approxi- |
mately $19 millon from NSF |

Western &nd Its affiliate part-
ners will have the opportuni-
ty lo respply after four years
o renew funding for a second
five-year period.
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