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In brief
sbur

ity council

) consider
slaying vote

attiesburg City Council
nbers plan to meet today
eﬂde whether to delay the
election to re-
e Red Bailey a the city’s

ouncil Pfeblde‘ﬂl Carter
roll and Mayor Johnny
’ree on Friday recom-
\ded delaying the election
week to Aug. 29. That
1d give voters until Friday
gm;cr and candidates

1 Aug. 9 to qualify.
he other two items on the
wda include the upcoming
v Street paving project

a Communit
elopment Block Grant to
home buyers, City
neil Clerk Jennifer
oughby said Tuesday.
ne meeting will be at 5:15
in council chambers.
other candidate
ters Ward 4 race
wrry “Bud” Mitchell said
sday he plans to seek the
1 4 Hattiesburg City
neil seat.
itchell, 48, is a a semi-re-
! store manager for H&R
kand neighborhood
‘h coordinator for the
iper-Avenues
thborhood who lives at
sorner of Concart Street
15th Avenue,

Funds to help USM polymer school

Science foundation
“invests $19M
in 10 institutions
Staff and wire reports

The University of Southern
Mississippi is one of 10 insti-
tutions mvolved in a five-year,
$19 million polymer science

ach investment from the

tional Scicnce Foundation.
‘The project will be run out
of Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio,
where the NSF will establish a
polymer science and engineer-

ing research center. The first
stage of the project, which
could be renewed after five
years, begins Aug. 1.

Southern Miss will receive a
$500,000 cash injection to ex-
‘pand the scape of its highly re-
garded School of Polymer
Science and High
Performance Materials, and
work in partnership with Case
Western and others.

“Weve been brought in on
the project because of our his-
tory of very shung support
from the NSE” said- Marek
Urban, director and professor
in the polymer science school.

The center, one of 17 estab-

Urban
wnh research in optics, laser
physics, biomedical engineer-
ing and other scientific disci-
plines.

Southern Miss’ focus will be
on polymeric layering and bar-

rier tedmo]u@ In Laymzns
that means

using
tech p]ashcs toform protective

membranes that could keep
fruit more fresh or refrigera-
tors dustdree as they move
from manufacturer to show-
‘room floor.

Urban said another real-
‘world application of such tech-
nology could be creating an
electronics packaging that
keeps all traces of moisture
out. The barriers could be
used in pipes and biomedical
devices as well.

Sergei Nazarenko, assistant
pmfessor of polymer science

tked at

ing the NSF grant, Nazarenko
is Southern Miss’ site repre-
sentative for the project and is
working most closely with sci-
entists from the University of
Texas at Austin on layering
and barrier technology.

‘The program, he said. offers
students exposure to cutting-

research.

and rev-
ology,”

“Its very piun
olutionary i

The NSF‘s financial
of such research comes at
what isacr

wot
CaseWemcrnforlDyeambe
fore coming to Southern Miss
in 2004. Instrumental in secur-

cial time for American science,
As foreign countries emerge as
leaders in new technology and

engineering, academics and
lawmakers in the United
States are focusing on nurtur-
ing domestic growth in these
areas to keep this country sci-
entifically competitive.
“One of our objectzves isto

nation and serve the people of
the United States.”
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Lights
back on at
Petal park

By Nancy Kaffer

American Staff Writer
nkaffer@hattiesburgamerican.com

PETAL - After almost a year, Petal’s
ball park soon will be back in action.

Repairs on lights on the ball field ~
damaged during Hurricane Katrina -
i at PFriendly Park were completed last

| week Parks and Racreation Nirestar



